
ITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In Re Application of : Ronnie G. Gipson 
U.S. Serial No. : 10/045,223 
Filed On : November 9, 200 1 

For : ARTICULATED WINDOW PANEL WITH HIDDEN 

HINGE FOR VEHICLES 

Examiner : C. Mah RECEIVED 

Art Unit : 3676 FEB 2 4 2004 

Attorney Docket No. : 01-26 OFRCE OF PETITIONS 

RENEWED PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.181 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Applicant requests reconsideration of the decision mailed on January 15, 2004 
dismissing Applicant's request to reinstate the above-identified application. 

Applicant requests reinstatement under CFR 1 .8(b) and encloses a verified 
statement by Jennifer Sinkovich, the person who executed the certificate of transmission 
included with the previously transmitted correspondence on U.S. Serial No. 10/045,223. This 
statement attests that these papers were in fact transmitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office facsimile nimiber (703) 305-7687 at approximately 2:45 p.m. on April 4, 2003. 

The deficiencies noted in the Certificate of Transmission are hopefiiUy overcome 
by additional evidence submitted herewith. Specifically, enclosed is an excerpt fi-om Dura 
Automotive's telephone charge records, showing that on April 4, 2003 at 2:43 p.m., a long 
distance call was made to (703) 305-7682 of 2.8 minutes duration. RECEIVED 

MAR - 2 2004 

13R0UP 3600 



This is consistent with the information set out on the Facsunile Cover Sheet 
previously submitted, i.e., that the Response to the Office Action was transmitted on April 4, 
2003 at 2:45 p.m. and thus this corroborates the statements contained in the enclosed Verified 
Statement of Jennifer Sinkovich. 

The length of time of the call indicates a successful transmission of these 
documents was accomplished at that time. 

No other correspondence was sent to that number on that date. 

It is thus respectfully urged that there is no question or doubt that the Certificate 
of Transmission was referring to the Response to the Office Action in U.S. Serial No. 
10/045,223, transmitted at the same time. 

Applicant was unable to recover the report of the transmission generated by the 
facsimile machine itself due to the length of time since the date of the transmission in question. 

Favorable reconsideration of the Petition is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Date: February 18, 2004 By: 





Casimir R. Kiczek 
Reg. No. 28,865 

2791 Research Drive 
Rochester Hills, MI 48309-3575 
(248) 299-7566 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.8(a) 

It is hereby certified that this correspondence, along with any items referred to as being attached or enclosed, is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail/i^ an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on February 18, 2004. 

By:^ 



FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 



279 1 Research Drive Tel: 248-299-72 1 5 

Rochester Hills, MI 48309 Fax: 248-299-2820 



Automotive Systems 



FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 

Attn: Honorable Commissioner Fax No.: 703-305-7687 

Company: United States Patent & Trademark.. Time: 2:45 p.m. 

From: Jennifer Sinkovich Pages (including this one): 1 0 

S iPkovich. i .@duraauto.com 



Subject: U.S.S,N: 10/045,223 

TiUe: ARTICULATED WINDOW PANEL WITH HIDDEN HINGE. 
Inventor: Ronnie Gipson 



Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed to Dura on February 14, 2003 the following 
documents are to follow for submission into the USPTO: 

1 .] Transmittal Cover Letter (1 page), 

2.] Response to Office Action mailed 02 / 14 / 2003 (7 pages), 
3.] Certificate of Transmission under 37.CFR 1.8 (1 page), and 
4.] Authorization to charge any fee that may be the result of this communication. 




CONFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILAGE 

The information contained in this facsimile message contains attorney privileged and confidential 
information and is intended only for use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of 
this message is not the intended recipient, or the employee of agent responsible to deliver it to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you received this communication in error, please notify 
the sender by telephone, and return tlie original message to the sender at the above address via 
U.S. Postal Service. Thank you. 



DuraAutom Uv 
Systems Inc. 



2791 Research Drive 
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309-35> ^ 



Tel. (248) 299-7500 
Fax (248) 299-7501 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application No.: 10/045.223 Examiner: Chuck Y Mah 

Filing Date: 11 / 09 / 2001 Art Unit: 3676 

Applicant: Ronnie Gipson Attorney Docket: 0 1 -26 

Title: ARTICULATED WINDOW PANEL WITH HIDDEN fflNGE FOR 
VEHICLES 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
MAILED 02/14/2003 

Honorable Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

The following documents you are receiving are as follows: 

1 .] Response to Office Action mailed 02 / 14 / 2003 (7 pages), 
2.] Certificate of Transmission 37 DFR 1.8 (1 page), and 
3.] Transmittal Letter (1 page). 

Any charges that may occur from the result of this communication, should be 
taken from Account number 500865, registered to Dura Automotive Systems, Inc. 

Also, we ask that you please acknowledge receipt of this communication. A 
USPTO stamp of receipt upon this sheet, returned to the fax number of 248-299-2820, 
would be appreciated. 




incerely, p. 



ennifer Sinkovich 
flP Paralegal 

Intellectual Property Dept. 
Phone: 248-299-7215 



1 

U.S. PATENT APP. 10/045223 
ARTICULATED WINDOW PANEL.,., 
RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Uhdef ihe Pai 



PTO/SB/97 (08-00) 
Approved for use ihrouqh 10/3V2002. OMB 0651^031 
^ ^ . . • U.S. Paiem and Trademarfc Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

RqfacBon Ad of 199S. no persons are fequired to respond to a coOection of intoffnaflon urtess ft contains a vaid 0MB conifol number. 



Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the 
United States Patent and Trademarl< Office 



on 



Date 




!_) 



Signature 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate must identify 
each submitted paper. 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.03 hours to complete. Time wM vary depending upon (he needs of the indMduaJ case. 
Any comments on the amount of lime reguimd to cornplete this farm shouki be sent to the Chief Wonnetion Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington. DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES Oft COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. 
Washington, DC 20231. 
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Application No.: 
Filing Date: 
Applicant: 
Group Art Unit: 
Examiner: 
Title: 



10/045.223 
November 9, 2001 
Ronnie Gipson 
3676 

Chuck Y Mah 

Articulated Window Panel With Hidden Hinge For 
Vehicles 



Attorney Docket: 0 1 -26 



Hon. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed February 14, 2003, please amend the 
application in accordance with Amendments In a Revised Fomriat as follows and 
consider the remarks set forth below. 

Claims 1 and 17 have been amended. 
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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (currently amended) An articulating window assembly adapted for use with a support 
structure, the assembly comprising, in combination: 
a windowpane having an inner surface; 

an attachment member adacent adiacent t he inner surface, the attachment member 

including: 

a first member; and 

a second member adjacent the first member, the second member having a pivot axis. 

the first member and second member forming a hinged joint; and 

a polymeric member sun^ounding a portion of the hinged Joint and adjac e nt attached to 
the windowpane, the windowpane adapted to rotate about the pivot axis from a first position to a 
second position. 

2. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 wherein the polymer member 
having a portion forming a cavity around a portion of the attachment member. 

3. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 wherein the polymeric material 
is one of an elastomer, a thermoplastic, a themioset plastic and a polyurethane. 

4. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 wherein the attachment 
member having a cylindrical rod portion, and wherein the first member having an arcuate 
support portion to cradle the rod therein to pemnit the articulation of the hinged joint. 

5. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 4. wherein the first member is a 
plate. 

6. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 wherein the first member 
having one of a planar portion and an arcuate surface to engage the second 
member. 

7. (original) The articulating window of claim 1 , wherein the attachment member is 
threadably attached to the support stnjcture. 

8. (original) The articulating window of claim 1 , wherein the polymeric member is 
bonded to the inner surface. 

9. (original) An articulating window assembly adapted to for use with a support 
structure, the assembly comprising, in combination: 

a windowpane having an inner surface; 

a hinge member adjacent to the inner surface, the hinge having a cylindrical 
member having a pivot axis, and a stud member attached to the cylindrical member; and 

a polymeric member suTOunding at least a portion of the hinge member so as to 
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permit the hinge member t"- iiculate about the pivot axis. 

10. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 9, wherein the cylindrical 
member having a longitudinal portion articulating about the pivot axis. 

1 1 . (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 9, wherein the stud member 
having a longitudinal axis being offeet from the pivot axis. 

1 2. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 9, wherein the stud member 
being connected to the support structure. 

1 3. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 9, wherein the cylindrical 
member having a portion forming an axle about which the cylindrical member pivots. 

14. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 9, wherein said hinge 
member including: 

a reinforcement plate adjacent to the hinge member, 

1 5. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 14, wherein the 
reinforcement plate having at least one arcuate portion to support the cylindrical member and 
adapted to cradle the cylindrical member, therein. 

16. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 14, further including a sleeve 
interposed the reinforcement plate and the axle. 

17. (currently amended) An articulating window assembly adapted for use with a 
support structure, the assembly comprising in combination: 

a windowpane having an inner surface; 

a hinge adjacent to the windowpane and having a pivot axis; and 

a polymeric memljer encapsulating a portion of the hinge and attached to the 

inner surface so as to permit the windowpane to pivot about the pivot axis from a closed position 

to an open position. 

1 8. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 7, wherein the hinge 
member having a base member, a cylindrical member and a stud extending from the cylindrical 
member. 

1 9. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 5. wherein the hinge further 
having a sleeve on the cylindrical member and wherein the polymeric member having a portion 
forming a cavity adjacent to the stud. 

20. (original) The articulating window assembly of claim 1 8, wherein the base 
member disposed In the polymeric member and adjacent the cylindrical member to pemiit 
articulation of the hinge about the pivot axis. 
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REMARKS 



Claims 1 and 17 have been amended. Claims 1-20 are cun-ently pending in the 
application. The basis for the above amendments may be found throughout the 
specification , drawings and claims as originally filed. The Examiner is respectfully 
requested to reconsider and withdraw the objections and rejeclion(s) in view of the 
amendments and remarks contained herein. 

I. Allowed Claims 

The Examiner indicated allowed Claims 9-16 and 19 in the Office Action Summary. 
In the Detailed Action, the Examiner indicated the need to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph before Claims 9-16 and 18 would be allowable. The 
applicant's attomey has reviewed the claims but no basis for 35 U.S.C. 112. second 
paragraph rejectlon(s) were apparent As a result, no amendments were made to Claims 
9-16 and 19. If the applicant's attomey has misunderstood the basis of the rejection, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to articulate the basis for any rejections to these claims. 
Absent any need to overcome any rejections to these claims, formal allowance of Claims 
9-16 and 18 Is requested. 

II. Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 8 was Indicated as allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejectlon(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph and to include all the limitations of the base claim. In 
view of the amendments to Claim 1, the applicant's attomey has not amended Claim 8 
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to Include the limitations oi the base claim and requests the E/vuminer abate any action 
on this claim until he has an opportunity to consider the remarks set forth below. 

Claims 18 and 20 were objected to as being dependent upon rejected base 
Claim 17. The applicant's attomey has amended Claim 17 and the Examiner is requested 
to abate any action in on these claims until he has had an opportunity to consider the 
amendment and remarks related to Claim 17. 

III. Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. ^112 

Claims 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, seoand paragraph, because an 
element in the claim was misspelled. The misspelled word has been corrected. In view 
of this action, the Examiner is requested to withdraw this rejection to claim 1 . 

IV. Claim Rejections 

Claims 1-7 and 17 are. rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Morgan et al (U.S. Pat. No. 4.396,221). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Morgan discloses a hinged window assembly with a rolled cylindrical hinge plate 
with a pivot and a polymeric member in Figure 11. Morgan does not disclose a 
polymeric member sun-ounding a portion of the hinged joint and attached to the 
windowpane as claimed in amended Claim 1. Morgan has sealing strips 102, 104 and 
106 having free ends, which engage the inside surface for sealing purposes (Col. 7. 
lines 35-42). The sealing strips are not attached to the windowpane and when the 
windowpane is pivoted, the sealing lips, which are In sealing contact with the inner 
surface, can separate from the inner surface of the windowpane when the vi^ndowpane 
Is pivoted. Thus. Morgan cannot anticipate the applicant's Invention as claimed. 
Furthermore, Morgan does not teach or suggest the invention as claimed by the 
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inventor even when com' ^ed with the other references cited '■ che Examiner. 

The Examiner also rejected claim 17 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by King (U.S. Pat. No. 3,711,983). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

King is directed to a vent window hinge that includes a window panel hinged to 
the vehicle to be swingably moved between an open and closed position about a hinge 
axis. The hinge has a tubular portion that is encapsulated by a polymeric member. 
King does not have a polymeric member attached to the inner surface and 
encapsulating a portion of the hinge as claimed in applicant's amended claim 17. 
Therefore, King cannot anticipate the invention as claimed. Furthemnore, King does not 
teach or suggest the invention as claimed by the inventor even when combined with the 
other references cited by the Examiner. 

Therefore, Claims 1 and 17 are patentably distinguishable over the prior art 
cited by the Examiner. Neither Morgan nor King, singularly or in combination, infer, 
teach or suggest the combination as taught by the applicant's claimed invention. 

In view of the above. Applicant submits that independent Claims 1 and 17 are 
not anticipated or made obvious by the disclosure of King or Morgan. Applicant 
respectfully requests the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw the 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) 
rejection of independent Claims 1, and 17 along with Claims 2-8 which depend from 
Claim 1 as well as Claims 18 and 20 which depend on Claim 17. 

V. Conelusion 

Applicant has carefully reviewed the rejections set forth in the Office Action of 
Febmary 14, 2003 and believes that this Amendment and the above remari^s are fully 
responsive thereto. In view of the above, Applicant submits that the specification and 
claims are in condition for allowance and such action is respectfully requested at the 
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Examiner's earliest convenience. If the Examiner believes that personal communication 
will expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the 
undersigned at (248) 299-7566. 



Intellectual Property Department 
Dura Automotive Systems, Inc. 
2791 Research Drive 
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309-3575 
248-299-7500 
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Respectfully submitted, 




Casimir R. Kiczek. Reg. No. 28,865 
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20855 STONE OA 
SAN ANTONIO 




BILL DATE 
ACCOUNT NO. \f^J^ 
GROUP ACCT NO. 
INVOICE NO. 

REGION/LOC TXX/A1C 
0200876199 N6 X17 C04 A 



/04/03 
876199 
1336 
20087619904 



00038 B 



l.l..ll..ln.ll.ll.nl.l..ll...ll.Mll.HllH„ll..l 

DURA AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS, INC, 
2791 RESEARCH DRIVE 
ROCHESTER HILLS MI 48309 



STATEMENT SUMMARY 



PREVIOUS BALANCE $3.359.28CR 
PAYMENTS RECEIVED THANK YOU O.OO 
ADJUSTMENTS 0.00 



BEGINNING BALANCE 



RECEIVED 



59.28CR 



NEW USAGE CHARGES cro « j 3.814.27 

RECURRING CHARGES 2 4 2004 114.84 

NON-RECURRING CHARGES 0.00 



FEDERAL EXCISE TAX 
STATE AND LOCAL TAXES 
FED. ST & LOCAL SURCHARGES 
FED UNIVERSAL SERVICE FEE 
SERVICE CHARGE 



5.33 
183.95 
34.28 
214.20 
0.00 



SUBTOTAL NEW CHARGES 
TOTAL FOR LOCATION 
AMOUNT PAYABLE BY GROUP 



PLEASE PAY THIS AMOUNT 
BY 05/24/03 



$4,48Q.87 
$1,127.59 
$0.00 



$1. 127.59 



CUSTOMER SERVICE 1-800-893-5094 
CREDIT/COLLECTIONS 1-800-853-4495 



Your invoice is printed on recycled paper as part of our commitment to 
reducing cost and waste ^ conserving natural resources and promoting a 
sustainable environment. 

Please always check the last page of your invoice for additional important 
messages. And thank you for using TTI National. We appreciate your business! 



RECHVED 

MAR -2 2004 

GRQUP 3600 



i' ! ; : 



MAY - 8 2003 



TO ENSURE PROPER CREDIT. PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION WITH YOUR PAYMENT BY 05/24/2003. 



ACCOUNT 

GROUP ACCT NO. 

INVOICE NO. 



200876199 
1336 

20087619904 



TOTAL 
DUE 



$1,127.59 



AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED 



PLEASE MAIL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 

TTI NATIONAL INC. 

20855 STONE OAK PARKWAY 

SAN ANTONIO TX 78258 

PLEASE REMIT PAYMENT TO: 

liililliiliiililliiMiliiilinillmll mil 11.11 ml 

TTI NATIONAL INC. 
PO BOX 96003 

CHARLOTTE NC 28296-0003 



DURA AUTOMOTIVE SYSTEMS, INC. 
2791 RESEARCH DRIVE 
ROCHESTER HILLS MI 48309 



O PLEASE CHECK HERE IF ADDRESS CHANGES AND COMPLETE REVERSE SIDE 
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